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FOR THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

“The parish [..] remains an
indispensable organism of primary
importance in the visible structure of
the Church®

St. John Paul Il
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AS A GUIDE AND HOPE

“The parish is a beacon that

[gives] meaning and hope to

the lives of individuals and
families.”

Benedict XVI
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AS A CLOSE COMMUNITY

“Parishes should be close
communities [.] centered on the
people, a place where they can find
the gift of the sacraments.”

Francis

HOW CAN PARISHES BECOME TRUE COMMUNITIES?
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As a place As a provider of
where people the sacraments.

listen. m
[\
" Kl N n
As a place that t/n As a center of
contact for the life of

welcomes the poor
and needy. As an outgoing the community.
community: generous

in serving others.

“The parish is the presence of the Church in a given
territory [...]. In all its activities the parish encourages and
trains its members to be evangelizers. It is a community
of communities.”

Evangelii Gaudium (28)

- POPE FRANCIS -

Main sources

§11Pope Francis - ol o Congregaton for the Clergy

1 the evangelizng Charch Statistes (2015) | Pope Francis
| Pope Franci (2
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“We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly
become communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those
most in need.”

- Pope Francis -
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Challenge for humanity and for the mission of the Church - February de 2023
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The Catholic Church has nearly

200,000 i@

parishes throughout the world. )

A parish is a community of faithful (united by

—t the same faith in Jesus) who, under the
authority of the diocesan bishop, are entrusted
to the care of their own proper pastor.

The Parish is not identified as a building
or a series of structures, but rather as a
specific community of the faithful.

It should not become a useless structure
out of touch with people or a
self-absorbed group made up of a chosen
few but rather the Church living in the
midst of the homes of her sons and
daughters.





