Re-opening of Churches for Holy Masses.

Dear brothers and sisters.                                                                           We are happy to announce that Bishop Peter Brignall has given us the written permission to open our three Churches.                                                                              I have discussed this with the Parish Advisory Council (PAC).  Masses will resume on:                                                                  Saturday, 1st August in Holy Cross, Llangollen at 6.00 p.m.                                                              Sunday, 2nd August in Sacred Heart, Chirk at 9.00 a.m. and Sunday, 2nd August in St Mary’s, Ruabon at 11.00 a.m.           * There will be no weekday masses until further notice.                    

There are, however some Health and Safety Guidelines that must be followed:                                                                                                                                                                              

The Welsh Government maintains that the 2meter social distancing and obvious signage indicating the entrance and exit of people in the Church should be applied.                                              The Government is also requesting that a record of ‘Tracking and tracing’ of names and contact numbers of worshipers to be taken down and preserved for three weeks only. A sheet will be available in the church. The Stewards will help you sign in.

1.  Stewards:  At least two Stewards to be present in the Church to help direct the faithful and visitors.                                Sacred Heart, Chirk and Holy Cross, Llangollen will have a maximum of twenty (20) worshipers each. St. Mary’s Church, Ruabon will allowed a maximum of forty (40) worshipers. 

2.  Family groups may sit together but single visitors must keep to the 2 metre distancing guidelines.  

3. Masks. The compulsory wearing of a face Mask in the church is requested. If those on the sanctuary are sufficiently distant from the congregation, there is no need to wear face coverings.             

4. Sanitiser: Hand-sanitisers are provided at the entrance and exit of the church. Please use them. 
5. Music: There will be no singing and organ playing at all the Masses. We will arrange some recorded music. If you have any favourites, please let us know.
6. Readers should sanitise their hands before and after reading. They should avoid touching the microphones or the Lectionary during the Liturgy of the Word, apart from page turning.  

7. Prayer of the Faithful is omitted. 

8. Offertory Collection: We encourage you to make your donation to the church online or via standing order.                        Baskets for cash offerings are placed at the entrance and exit of the church. The Stewards should oversee the Baskets.

9. Sign of Peace:
No exchange of the sign of peace. Eye contact, nodding, smiling, gentle waving allowed.

10. Communion: After the prayer and its response “Behold the Lamb of God…Lord I am not worthy..,” the priest will hold up the Host to the Congregation and say audibly “The Body of Christ” to which the people should respond “Amen.”                                   In the same way, he elevates the chalice and says, “The Blood of Christ” and again the people respond “Amen.” 

                 *Each communicant is encouraged to sanitise his/her hand before receiving Communion. Sanitisers will be provided.
                                                             *The Communion is distributed in silence with no dialogue between Priest and communicant.




               *When the communicant approach the priest, they should do so with arms at “full stretch” so that there is a good distance between the priest and the communicant.                                              *Having received Holy Communion, communicants should move back to their pews in an orderly 2meter distancing and maintaining  the ‘One way’ system in the Church.  

11. Toilets are not to be used. (except genuine emergency).

12. Cleaning - The church is to be cleaned before and after Mass by the wiping of all contact surfaces with sanitised wipes. We need Volunteers to carry out this duty please. ‘Your Church Needs You’.
13. Candles – No matches allowed in the Church. The Steward will light one devotional candle. All other people should light their candles from it. 
14. Flowers – Only artificial flowers allowed till further notice.

15. ‘Your Church Needs You’. Monthly Rotas are to be drawn up and displayed. If anyone is unable to undertake their agreed role, they should find a substitute for the role.

16. No Group-congregation after mass for chats.  
17. Gratitude: A huge thank you to all for your contributions during this COVID-19 lockdown. ‘Your Church Needs You’
N.B.
I know this seems a lot to take in, but if you have a chance to read the recommendations before you come to church, it will mean that there are no surprises.                                                       We will continue to Zoom Live the Holy Mass from Sacred Heart Chirk at 9.00am. It is the only building with full internet connection. It has been much valued by those who follow it.  God Bless you.
Father Anthony.                                                                                    
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