
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, so many aspects of 
our lives must change. This includes the ways in which we 
publicly express our faith.                                                      
It is very clear that, following official advice and in order to 
keep each other safe, save lives and support the NHS, at this 
time we must not gather for public acts of worship in our
churches.  This will begin from Friday evening, 20th 
March 2020, until further notice.            
Our churches will remain open.  They are not closing.  They will
be a focal point of prayer, where you will find solace and 
strength.   However, the celebration of Mass, Sunday by 
Sunday and day by day, will take place without a public 
congregation.                   
Knowing that the Mass is being celebrated; joining in spiritually
in that celebration; watching the live-streaming of the Mass; 
following its prayers at home; making an act of spiritual 
communion: this is how we share in the Sacrifice of Christ in 
these days.  These are the ways in which we will sanctify 
Sunday, and indeed every day.   
We want everyone to understand that in these emergency 
circumstances, and for as long as they last, the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is removed.         
This pandemic is the 'serious reason' why this obligation does 
not apply at this time.   
The second vital aspect of these challenging times is our care 
for each other.  There are so many ways in which we are to 
do this: being attentive to the needs of our neighbour, 
especially the elderly and vulnerable; contributing to our local 
food banks; volunteering for charitable initiatives and 
organisations; simply keeping in touch by all the means open 
to us. 

Baptisms, Confessions, 1st Holy Communion and 
Confirmation: These celebrations should be postponed until a 
time that allows for families and friends to gather safely within 
our churches.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confession may be offered on 
request as long as hygiene and social distancing requirements 
are observed.

Matrimony: The celebration of matrimony should be 
postponed, however, if this is not possible and only in the most
pressing of circumstances, then those present for the marriage 
should be restricted to the celebrant, bride and groom and 
immediate family, and if necessary, the legal Registrar.

Anointing of the Sick: No pastoral visits should be made to 
people who are self-isolating until the isolation period ends. 
However, we do offer phone support. Visits to people in care 
homes or hospitals should follow advice from the staff on 
infection control.

Funerals: The funeral service should take place at the 
graveside or at a crematorium, subject to the conditions laid 
down by the cemetery or crematorium authorities.                   
Arrangements should be made for a Mass to be celebrated in 
memoriam when congregations are allowed to gather.    
I am exploring the  possibilities of live-streaming private Mass 
from here or from the Cathedral and will let you know of those 
developments as soon as I can.

May God bless us all. 

With every good wish and the assurance of continued prayers –
keep healthy,

     † Peter                                             

The Rt Rev’d Peter M. Brignall

        Bishop of Wrexham.
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